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REPORT

6-6Le,
Date:Country:	 PORTUGAL

Csarer1R"ril	 Control

r Subject:	 Romanian Opposition Activities	 Info. 23 HOY 1947

orisuu	 name 4 9.30	 Rpt.: 28 May 1947

Evaluation: 7-2	 Poles: 4,

SOURCS:	 Barba HICULISCUVS 	 Ref.: KPLp258, of 7 April 1947.
Lisbon cable 1022,
EFL-277, of 16 April 1947.

Since the arrival at General RALERROZ-2 April, efforts have been
made to cultivate source, who is RADISOUls personal secretary and °ow.
*iguana, better Informed than any other of RSDOSOU's followers, concern-
ing the party's activities. After having gained sources confidence*, a-
blating was arranged ce123 ilab at which meeting source was to give us
intereation Which lowedtring us op to date on the activities of BAOBSCUss
parka,. The result of this meeting is sot out below:

1. Source was asked to iddntify the wotherw Barba BICUERSCUs (see
Lisbon cable Sr. 047, of 21 Nay 1947). Source identified the-Barbm
NICULESCO who is now in Geneva as a young man of about 25 yews Of ori,
and whose pother posed as a eeememist leader in Rumania but merely used
this as a cover to hide her activities as a member of the Mandan moil-
tism. Source knew nothing about the background of a third Barba NICUDISCH,
bud did know of his exists:Ise.

2. Source then seemed extremely =taus to clarify the position of
RADESCUts party vie a vie the British. He started out by explaining that
on March 6, 1945, General RADESCU was ousted as Premier of Rumania upon
orders by VISHINSKI. A reirftsentative from the British Embassrin Bucharest
immediately called noon RAMC advising him that his life was in extreme
:Isom and offered hlm asylum in the British Embassy. RADESCU accepted
this offer and was under British protection, so to speak, until about June
20, 1945. The General was then advised by the British that he was no
longer in danger, since the Rumania: agreement between Russia and the Allies.
gave him full protection; and thus it was no longer necessary for him to
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star under their wing. Two or three days after the General left the
confines of the BritishEmbassy. in Bucharest he was arrested in his home.
During this tine,L	 ‘, then attached to the American Viesion
in Burnie, asked .o sow AALIAWV44 In compliance with the American
official's request, the Minister of Interior brought BADESCU to the
American Embaswy, where he was interviewed. Shortly after this meeting,
RADESCU was releeeed by the Authorities, but was promptly put under house
arrest as soon im/	 \eft Rumania. Thereafter NICULESCU was
arrested on the groins ramehe belonged to an organization which was
attempting to overthrow the government and which published a clandestine
newspaper under his supervision. He was imprisoned and not released
until February, 1946. His release was brought about became the govern-
ment had agreed to release all political prisoners. Being set free he
immediately got in touch with General RADESOU, who was still under house
arrest, and they began to plan their escape from Rumania. On June 15,
a successful escape was made in a plane provided by are, sympathizers.
Their destination was Turkey, but they were forced to stop over in Cyprus.
Upon landing in Cyprus, the British authorities received this cordially,
made a routine check of the plane and then advised them that it was
better not to ay further as the plane was in poor condition and they
would be running a great risk. The authorities then informed them that
they would make the necessary arrangements for them to leave Cyprus, and
they expected to depart within a few days by ship. RADE= stated that
it was his intention to go to Switzerland, but the British suggested that
he go to England first and from there proceed to Switzerland. The British
also promised to help htm obtain a Swiss vise. A few days after their
arrival in Cyprus, the Colonial government advised RADESCU that a cable
had been received, saying that/A=0V and BEVIN had conferred concerning
RADZSCUl s escape and that MOLOTOV requested RADESCU be returned to
Rumania. BEVIN's answer was that since General RADESCU was a political
refuges, he was entitled by international law to receive the hospitality
of a foreign country. Teh British were extremely anxious to have RADESCU
stay in Cyprus and urged he remain until the Peace Conference was over.
At this point, the General inquired if his Swiss visa had been obtained.
The British authorities advised him that they were having a little
difficulty obtaining permission from the Swiss government for him to
enter Switzerland because the Swiss government was afraid that if they
permitted RADESCU to go to Switzerland it might strain relations between
them and Russia which could caws extreme difficulties because of the
Ruseo-Gwiss commercial agreement. The General than got in touch with his
followers in France and tried to obtain a Swiss visa through them. They
net with a moderate degree of success here as the Swiss authorities' reply
to his request for a visa from France was that they would give him one on
the condition that the French Government give him a re-entry, permit before
he made application for his Swiss visa. This dickering with the British
went on until January. By this time, their funds were exhausted and they
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informed the British authorities of their plight, and added that because of
this they would have to leave Cyprus. The Britt* asked them to remain,
adding that if they stayed they would be provided with all the money they
needed while in Cyprus. RADDSCU refused their offer on the grounds that he
was not accomplishing anything in Cyprus and that it was absolutely necessary
he go some place where he could carry on his work as an opposition leader.
NICULESCU then asked a friend, shoes name he refused to disclose, for finan-
cial aid, and received enough money to leave Cyprus for Portugal. In the
meantime, they had received their Portuguese visas without British aid. The
British upon hearing this prevailed upon them to remain and offered them a
"better arrangement" if they stayed. RADESCU demanded what this 'titter
arrangement !, was, but since nothing definite could be offered refused to be
lured. FICULTSCU and RADESCU thereupon left for Marseilles by boat, from
there went to Paris, Madrid and finally Lisbon.

3. While in Paris, they were contacted by British authorities and .
were bold that the British EMbassy in Lisbon Would get in touch with them
upon arrival. NICULESCU stated that the only British representatives they
had seep since their arrival in Lisbon have been Cs/0nel R.H.C. Drummond —
WOLFFIrthe kilitary Attache, and tr. N.C. TEENCHkeecond Secretary. He
added further that both of these British officials had merely dropped in
once to pay their respects to General RADESCU, and thzt they had not seen
him since.

4. Source then went on to explain that the undergrcund organization
in Rumania is very well organized, very well armed, and is only awaiting
the day that Russia withdraws her army before going into Action, He stated,
however, that even though he is convinced they could overthrow the preseht
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of which are members of the Russian Army), it is doubtful if they could hold
their position without military aid from the outside. At present, the under-
ground is confining its activities to placing oppostion leaders in key posi-
tions in the government, and in helping political prisoners to escape and
take active part in the opposition.

5. NICULESCU further stated that through the underground he has
learned that STALIN is responsible for the deaths of General ZHUKOV, General
TIMOSKROCO, and General KIIANOVSKY. The fact was then pointed out to him
that current rumor is that ZEUKOV is alive, but has been sentenced to 15
years imprisonment. Source said that this was pure eye-wash and that he
knows positively that ZHUKOV has been killed.

COMMENT: 

Source's statement that the British did not help them obtain their visas
to Portugal is somewhat contrary to the report made in paragraph 3 a) of

Lisbon



4

Lisbon cable 022, XPL-277, of 16 April 1947. The source of information in
this cable is the heed of British Ca. in Portugal, and it is our opinion
that his Government has merely instructed his not to contact RADESCU, but
has not given Mn complete details of the attitude the British Government
took towards RAlategefebilm he was in Cyprus. It is also highly probable
that Brutus COBTSPirranged for NICULIBCU le end RATS:1CW' Portuguese visas,
since it is known that he is on very good terms with Captain LOUBSRM of
the P./.DJ. In fact, COMB is so well liked by the Portuguese authorities
that even though he has not held a diplomatic pest in Lisbon for quite some
time they still permit his to use diplomatic license plates on his automobile..


